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Prince Edward should die. Parliament had gone so far as to
petition Henry VIII to marry again soon.
Henry was willing to marry again, but he was seeking to gain
the greatest possible advantage by his choice of a bride. In
June, 1539, he had not despaired of thus making an alliance
with the French King or with the Spanish Emperor. To ad-
vertise his openness of mind, Henry VIII ordered performed at
St. Paul's in London "a great and solemn obit[uary ceremony]
. . . for the Empresse, late wife [of that most Catholic monarch],
Charles the Fifte."64 The Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of
Surrey, having been designated official mourners, took part in
performing this rite on 7 June.
xvii. The power of the Howards and the party they repre-
sented was growing. The influence of Cromwell and the Refor-
mation Party was seemingly on the wane. A reaction against
too rapid change had set in. The threat of an immediate invasion
of England was past by August, 1539, when the King granted
the Forest of Ashdown to Surrey65 in acknowledgment of his
services in Norfolk.
The prospect of a French or of a Spanish marriage for Henry
VIII had also dwindled away by this time. Being unable to
break the amity between Francis and Charles, Henry turned
again to the possibilities of a union with the Protestant princes
of Germany. Cromwell seized this opportunity to maintain his
position by arranging Henry VIIFs marriage to a Protestant
wife. For this purpose Cromwell selected Anne of Cleves. She
was the sister of the Duke of Cleves, who was closely allied
to the Elector of Saxony and had some claims to the Duchy of
Guelders. Throughout the autumn of 1539 Cromwell manoeu-
vered to conclude this marriage.
There was much opposition to Cromwell's Protestant plan.
More than half the members of the Privy Council, including
the Duke of Norfolk, were violently opposed to this marriage,
although the religion of the Duke of Cleves was not, in the
strict meaning of the terms, Lutheran or Protestant. The con-
tinued friendship between Charles V and Francis I, and the
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